Dear Residents, Families, and FriendsIn our last newsletter, I highlighted our “slow reopening” of services at Vincentian de Marillac
for the month of March. We have been, and continue to be, ever vigilant of any “spikes” in
COVID 19 numbers in the county and are ready to adjust as needed. While Allegheny County
has, unfortunately, had an increase in new COVID cases in the last few weeks, I’m happy to
say we’ve been able to safely keep on the path that we set upon last month at VDM with the
re-opening of scheduled visitations, hairdressers returning to the facility, doctors resuming
in-person visits onsite, and religious services taking place multiple days a week in our Chapel.
(If you’ve not already, check out our Facebook page to see a picture of our first Mass in the
chapel in over a year! What a great day that was!)
With that being said, communication is vital, as information changes so quickly! Many of you
have supplied us with your email address and cell phone number. If you are the Responsible
Party for a resident, these are vital pieces of information for us to have on file so that you
receive any updates quickly. Also, many of you received a “test” call/voicemail from us a few
weeks ago, as we continue to prepare to launch our newest communication tool. When you
get these calls, please listen to the message before calling the building… sometimes these are
just “information calls” to pass things along and require nothing further on your part. If you
have not given us your email and your cell number yet, please call Linda Kunkle in Medical
Records, or provide to Krista (Activities) or Megan (Social Work) when you call in to set up
visitation and drop off times.
I hope you have a Happy Easter! We look forward to seeing you soon. If you have any
questions, please reach out to me.

Sincerely,
Hillary Butts, NHA
Administrator
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•

To celebrate Earth Day this year,
please take a look at this list of
Eco-Friendly Products that not
only makes a huge impact on
your life but helps sustain and
beautify our planet, Earth.

Reusable water bottles

•

Cloth/Cotton shopping bags

•

Bamboo toilet paper/paper
towels/tissues
•

Rechargeable batteries
Shower timer

•
•

“There is no planet B!”

LED bulbs

Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of…
Elsie Henderson
Mary Mastromatteo
“May angels lead them in.”

Pastoral Care Updates:
Dear Families and Friends of Vincentian de Marillac, I hope you all enjoyed a blessed Holy
Week and that you are enjoying a joyful celebration of the Easter season! April 5th marked
my six-month anniversary with VdM and by now I have met many of you in person and via
video or phone call. God willing, I will meet many more of you in the weeks and months
ahead. I am grateful to report that as of March 7th we have been able to resume the
celebration of Holy Mass in our chapel on Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. We
rotate by floor (pod) which residents are scheduled to attend making sure that everyone has
an equal opportunity to participate in live worship. The ministry of Fathers Steven Palsa,
James Adeoye and Augustine Temu have made this possible. Those too infirm to travel to
the chapel have Holy Communion administered in their rooms by me. On Mondays we are
blessed to have Rev. Chad Collins offer worship and communion for our non-Catholic
Christian residents. They also have a rotating schedule to attend services according to their
floor/pod. The families of our Jewish residents have been very generous in helping us
provide spiritual support to them.
Since we are now using our chapel again for congregate worship, we could really use some
help with resources to beautify that space with flowers and other accessories. In the past
families and friends have been very generous in offering monetary donations to underwrite
these items. Since this is the principal place of beauty, quiet and peace within our facility,
keeping it beautiful to edify our residents and to glorify God is always an important priority.
If you would like to offer a donation, please make the check out to Vincentian de Marillac
and indicate in the Memo section that the funds are for the chapel. No gift is too small (or
too large!). The gift can be mailed to Vincentian de Marillac, 5300 Stanton Ave, Pgh. PA
15206 attention: James Marnell, Pastoral Care Manager. Each gift will be acknowledged.
Thanks in advance and God bless you for your concern for our residents!
Starting April 1st, we will also be able to accept stipends to have the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass offered for requested intentions. The recommended donation to request a Mass
intention is $10.00. Although we cannot yet invite our families and friends to attend these
celebrations, the graces received from having a Mass offered for the living or the deceased
are still very real and efficacious. If you would like to have a Mass said for a particular
intention, please contact me at 412-924-1943 or jmarnell@vcs.org I will acknowledge
receipt of the request and will let you know when Mass for that intention is scheduled.
Likewise, please feel free to contact me for any reason if I can be of service to you or your
loved one. I will end with a general word of gratitude to all of you for holding our residents
close in your thoughts, prayers, calls and visits. Without your love and support living
through this difficult time would not have been possible. God Bless You All! Saints Vincent
de Paul and Louise de Marillac Pray for Us!
With Affection in Christ,
Jim Marnell, Pastoral Care Manager

